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Narratology and ludology:

a debate of Western digital game studies in the early 21st century

HUANG Ming-fen

( Department of Chinese, Xiamen University, Xiamen 361005, China)

Abstract: The digital game is not only a key part of contemporary cultural industry, but also an important

topic of art theory research. Western scholars either take it as an extension of traditional arts, trying to elaborate

it from the perspective of narratology; or emphasize its special nature, aiming to construct ludology of its own; or

take a compromise approach by taking advantages of both narratology and ludology. From the reference point of

view, we must update the concept of narratology to fit the need of digital game development for relevant theories.

Key words: digital games; narratology; ludology
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